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James Q. Wilson on Politics and Policy

In this section we will use the writings of political scientist James Q. Wilson as a guide
to exploring four issues of contemporary policy and politics—government regulation,
abortion, political polarization, and “coping with Islam.” For each topic, we will begin
with Wilson's essays and then take up criticisms, extensions, and applications of his
arguments made by others. Our aim will be not only to evaluate the merits of the
arguments offered by Wilson and others in each case, but also, and more importantly,
to understand how to think critically and argue persuasively about questions that are
highly contentious, that involve important factual uncertainties, and that meld ethical
and practical concerns.
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