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In	
  this	
  section	
  we	
  will	
  use	
  the	
  writings	
  of	
  political	
  scientist	
  James	
  Q.	
  Wilson	
  as	
  a	
  guide	
  
to	
  exploring	
  four	
  issues	
  of	
  contemporary	
  policy	
  and	
  politics—government	
  regulation,	
  
abortion,	
  political	
  polarization,	
  and	
  “coping	
  with	
  Islam.”	
  For	
  each	
  topic,	
  we	
  will	
  begin	
  
with	
  Wilson's	
  essays	
  and	
  then	
  take	
  up	
  criticisms,	
  extensions,	
  and	
  applications	
  of	
  his	
  
arguments	
  made	
  by	
  others.	
  Our	
  aim	
  will	
  be	
  not	
  only	
  to	
  evaluate	
  the	
  merits	
  of	
  the	
  
arguments	
  offered	
  by	
  Wilson	
  and	
  others	
  in	
  each	
  case,	
  but	
  also,	
  and	
  more	
  importantly,	
  
to	
  understand	
  how	
  to	
  think	
  critically	
  and	
  argue	
  persuasively	
  about	
  questions	
  that	
  are	
  
highly	
  contentious,	
  that	
  involve	
  important	
  factual	
  uncertainties,	
  and	
  that	
  meld	
  ethical	
  
and	
  practical	
  concerns.	
  

Introduction	
  

Christopher	
  DeMuth,	
  “James	
  Q.	
  Wilson,	
  A	
  Gentleman	
  and	
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and	
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  (Spring	
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  to	
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  and	
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  in	
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  American	
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  James	
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October	
  30:	
  	
  Abortion—Rights	
  versus	
  Morality	
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  Q.	
  Wilson,	
  “Sympathy”	
  and	
  “Sociability”	
  in	
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  Arkes	
  and	
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  Q.	
  Wilson,	
  “Abortion	
  Facts	
  and	
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  First	
  Things,	
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  Bills	
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  18,	
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  “The	
  Impact	
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  Ultrasound	
  Laws	
  on	
  the	
  Demand	
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  Abortions	
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Women,”	
  12	
  Journal	
  of	
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  Business	
  and	
  Economics	
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  (2011)	
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  Political	
  Polarization	
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  Wilson,	
  “American	
  Politics:	
  Then	
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  Commentary,	
  February	
  1979,	
  
reprinted	
  in	
  James	
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  Wilson,	
  American	
  Politics,	
  Then	
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  Now	
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  Other	
  Essays	
  
(2010),	
  pp.	
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“American	
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  Commentary,	
  May	
  1979	
  

James	
  Q.	
  Wilson,	
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  Divided	
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  Commentary,	
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  2006,	
  reprinted	
  in	
  
American	
  Politics,	
  Then	
  &	
  Now	
  and	
  Other	
  Essays,	
  pp.	
  79–93	
  

“How	
  Divided	
  Are	
  We?—Letters	
  and	
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  Commentary,	
  May	
  2006	
  

Marc	
  J.	
  Hetherington,	
  “Review	
  Article:	
  Putting	
  Polarization	
  in	
  Perspective,”	
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  Journal	
  of	
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  Science	
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  (April	
  2009)	
  

Jonathan	
  Haidt,	
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  in	
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  (2012),	
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  Bush,	
  Obama	
  Years,”	
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2012,	
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  and	
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  “Big	
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  Between	
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Washington	
  Post,	
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  18,	
  2012	
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  1:	
  	
  Coping	
  with	
  Islam	
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  Q.	
  Wilson,	
  “The	
  Reform	
  Islam	
  Needs,”	
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  Journal,	
  Autumn	
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  reprinted	
  in	
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  143–153	
  

James	
  Q.	
  Wilson,	
  “What	
  Makes	
  a	
  Terrorist?,”	
  City	
  Journal,	
  Winter	
  2004,	
  reprinted	
  in	
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  on	
  Foreign	
  Relations,	
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  2012	
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  in	
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  in	
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  Middle	
  East	
  (2011),	
  pp.	
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  and	
  “The	
  Islamist	
  Road	
  to	
  
Democracy,”	
  Wall	
  Street	
  Journal,	
  April	
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  2012	
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  and	
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  March	
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